STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

23rd Legi sl ative Day 3/ 1/ 2005

Speaker Madi gan: “The House shall conme to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W ask the Menbers and our
guests in the gallery to turn off their |aptop conputers,
their cell phones and their pagers. And we ask the guests
in the gallery to rise and join us for the invocation and
the Pledge of Allegiance. W shall be led in prayer today
by Lee Crawford, the Assistant Pastor of the Victory Tenple
Church in Springfield.”

Pastor Crawford: “Let us pray. Father, we so hunbly and
graciously cone before You realizing that we are the sheep
of Your pasture; we’'re Your people today. W honor You as
the great shepherd, the chief shepherd, one who |oves and
cares for His people. It is because of You that we have no
want s. W have no wants, Father, sinply because You shal

supply all of our needs according to Your riches and glory.

For it is You that nmaketh us to lie down by the green
pastures of Ilife and it is because of You that |eads us
beside the very still waters of |ife. And Father, although

we wal k through many valleys of the shadow of death and
t hough our days may appear |ong and grueling and our tasks
are many as they are we will not fear because it is Your
rod and it is Your staff that gives us confort. And it is
Your goodness and it is Your nmercy that shall follow us
this day and all the days of our lives. We ask this in
Your Son’s nane, anen.”

Speaker Madi gan: “We shall be led in the Pledge of AlIlegiance
by Representative Gles.”
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Gles — et al: “l pledge allegiance to the flag of the United

States of Anerica and to the republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with Iiberty and justice

for all.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. Let the record show that there

are no excused absences anong House Denocrats today.”

Speaker WMadi gan: “M. Bost.”

Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Let the record reflect that
Representative MIllIner, Brauer, Parke and Daniels are
excused today.”

Speaker Madigan: “The Clerk shall take the record. There being
114 Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there

is a quorum present. M. Clerk. M. Lang, do you wish to
call House Bill 60? M. Cderk, read the Bill. 60.”
Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 60, a Bill for an Act concerning

education. Third Reading of this House Bill.”
Speaker Madigan: “M. Lang.”

Lang: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentl enen. House
Bill 60 would create scholarships for teachers wlling to
serve and to teach in underserved areas. This woul d,

subject to appropriation, create opportunities for us to
encour age young people to becone teachers if only they wll
agree to serve for 5 years and teach for 5 years in
underserved areas geographically or underserved areas by
curriculum type. I would ask your support on this
| egi slation.”
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Speaker Madi gan: “The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. The Chair recognizes M. MCarthy.”

McCarthy: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Madi gan: “Sponsor yields.”

McCart hy: “Representative, | did hear your remarks and | was
trying to get ny systemup and running and have not done it
yet, but you did say it was subject to appropriation which
you agreed upon in comttee to anend. Did we add that
Amendnent on the floor?”

Lang: “The Anmendnent was added |ast week, Representative, at
your request. And the Bill is nowin exactly the formthe
commttee requested.”

McCarthy: “Geat. WlIl, thank you for that.”

Lang: “Thank you.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Representative WII| Davis.”

Davis, W: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Madigan: “Sponsor yields.”

Davis, W: “Representative, excuse ny...ny ignorance, but are...
are there already prograns like this established that nmaybe
wor k through the state universities?”

Lang: “Thank you for the question. There are certainly sone
prograns and |SAC certainly has some prograns, but this
would be a far nore all-enconpassing type of program that
woul d say to anyone who is leaving high school going to
college that if they will agree to teach for 5 years in an
area of need, and we all know there are school districts
all over the State of Illinois that have needs, then we
woul d help them get through school. | think it would be
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excellent to bring nore people to teaching. As you know,
we have trouble finding enough qualified teachers today and
this would nmake it alittle easier.”

Davis, W: “So, just so | understand. So, does this program
purli... provide them with financial aid while they're in
school or does this help to pay for |oans once they're
outta school ?”

Lang: “lI’msorry. | didn't hear the question.”

Davis, W: “Does this program provide financial aid while
they’re in school or does this help to pay for |oans or any
ot her expenses that maybe have been incurred once they get
out of school ?”

Lang: “No. This is tuition. This is not for post-school. So,
the... the high school senior mght go to the...to |ISAC and
say, ‘I’m lookin” for a scholarship to teach.’ And t hey
m ght say, ‘Wll, we can provide you one..., of course,
subject to appropriation of this CGeneral Assenbly, ‘.we can
provide you one if youll agree to teach in one of the
areas that we’ll have a list for when you graduate. So,

when you graduate, we don’t know nmaybe where the...that area

of need will be 4 years from now.’ So, this is...But...so,
we would say to that person, ‘You Il choose froma list.’
And we’'ll ... 1 SAC would make sure that they would go to an

area of need.”

Davis, W: “So...so, this is a tuition waiver. So if a student
comng out of high school accepts this agreenent and
receives say a couple of years of tuition waiver and then

at some point says, ‘Ya know what, | don’'t wanna be a
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teacher anynore.’ Then what is that student’s obligation
after the fact?”

Lang: “To pay the noney back.”

Davis, W: *“Ckay. Any interest or just flat anmount. Just pay
t he noney back.”

Lang: “The idea would be that we will help these young people
becone teachers, but if they' ve decided they' re not going
to be teachers, then the...they would ve in essence received
those tuition waivers needlessly and of course, they would
be expected to pay it back. On the other hand, the details
of all this would be set up by ISAC. The Bill is very...the
Bill is structured so that | SAC can set up all the rules.”

Davis, W: “Ckay. To the Bill. Thank you very nuch,
Representati ve, for sponsori ng this | egi sl ati on.
Certainly, I am an advocate of doing all that we can to
hel p young people who are trying to acconplish goals and
certainly there is no..there is no doubt that we have a
shortage of teachers here in the State of Illinois. So, |
certainly plan to support this piece of |egislation. And
thank you for bringing it.”

Speaker WMadi gan: “The Gentl eman noves for passage of the Bill

Those in favor signify by voting ‘yes’; those opposed by
voting ‘no’. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who

w sh? The Cerk shall take the record. On this question

there are 114 people voting ‘yes’, 0 voting ‘no . Thi s
Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, is hereby

decl ared passed. M. Turner in the Chair.”
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Speaker Turner: “On the Order of Third Readi ngs we have House
Bill 172. Representative Watson. Read the Bill, M.
Clerk.”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 172, a Bill for an Act concerning
children. Third Reading of this House Bill.”

WAt son: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Bill 172 sinply allows the Departnent of

Human Services and DCFS to maintain records for indicative
reports of child abuse for a period of up...for no | ess than
50 years. This stens froman incident in ny district where

there was a b5-year recording period and there was an

incident that occurred after that. The report was
expunged. |1’d be nore than happy to answer any questions.”
Speaker Tur ner: “Seeing no questions, the question is, °‘Shal
House Bill 172 pass? All those in favor should vote
‘aye’; all those opposed vote ‘no’ . The voting is now

open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record.
On this question, there are 114 voting ‘aye’, 0 ‘noes’ and

0O ‘presents’. And this Bill, having received the
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On the
Or der of Third Reading we have House Bill 227.
Representative Bassi. Read the Bill, M. Cderk.”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 227, a Bill for an Act in rela...in
relation to public enployee benefits. Third Reading of
this House Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Bassi.”
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Bassi : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladi es and Gentlenen of the
House, House Bill 227 allows a handful of visually
handi capped state enployees to purchase up to 8 years of
pension credit for contract services as vendors. It
requires the spar...participants to pay the full cost. It

affects only six people who have been promsed this
pension. And | would ask for an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Turner: “Seeing no questions, the question is, ‘Shall
House Bill 227 pass? All those in favor should vote
‘aye’; all those opposed vote ‘no’. The voting is now

open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?

Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record.

There are 114 voting ‘aye’, 0 ‘noes’, 0 ‘presents’. And
this Bill, having received the Constitutional Mjority, iIs
her eby declared passed. On the Order of Third Readi ngs we
have House Bill 245. Read the Bill, M. Cerk. Qut of the
record. Cerk, what’'s the status of House Bill 245?”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 245 is on the Order of House Bills-
Thi rd Readi ng.”

Speaker Turner: “The Sponsor wants to nove the Bill back to
Second. Leave is granted. On the Order of Third Readings
we have House Bill 340. Representative Reis. Read the
Bill, M. Cerk.”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 340, a Bill for an Act concerning
crimnal law. Third Reading of this House Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “Qut of the record. On the Order of Third
Readi ngs we have House Bill 381. Representative Col vin.
Read the Bill, M. derk.”
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Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 381, a Bill for an Act concerning
crimnal law. Third Reading of this House Bill.”

Speaker  Turner: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Colvin.”

Col vi n: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I’d like for the House for
consideration... ask for consideration of House Bill 381

whi ch woul d provide crimnal penalty...which would anend the
Crimnal Code of 1961. The Bill deals wth fraudul ent
mnority contracting. And the Bill provides for penalties

for individuals who are convicted of fraudulent mnority

contracti ng. It provides for penalties in tw phases: 1)
it provides for Class Il felony offense under the Crimna
Code which wll provide a prison sentence, would give

judges the ability to sentence prisoners from3 to 7 years
in prison and it also provides for restitution in the
anount of 1% tinmes of the anount of awarded contracts that
were awarded under a fraudulent... a fraudulent scheme to
defraud any wunit of governnent, whether it be state or
local in con... in mnority contracting. |  know of no
opposition to the Bill. The Bill is in response to a
nunmber of high profile cases we’'ve seen recently dealing
with fraudulent mnority contracting. Most inportantly,
not just jail time is an inportant part of this piece of
| egi slation, but indeed, the funds that were defrauded by
that local wunit of governnent or that state wunit of
governnent in the anount of 1% tines. |’"d be nore than

happy to answer any questions to House Bill 381.”
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Speaker Turner: “The Lady from Kane, Representative Lindner,

for what reason do you rise?”

Li ndner: “Thank you, M... Thank you, M. Speaker. WIIl the
Sponsor vyiel d?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he will.”

Lindner: “Yes. Could you...you represented the... \Were are you?

Oh, you represented that... you represented, Representative,
that this has happened lately. Has this happened in your
district or can you give us sone exanples of why you
brought this law forth?”

Colvin: “Well, it...it hasn’t happened | wouldn’t say, per sé in
nmy district. It has certainly happened in the city I live
in, the City of Chicago, where we’'ve seen these type of
abuses. And nore inportantly, what happens in cases |ike
this is, you know, we’'re talking about a finite pool of
dollars and when individuals are fraudulently securing
contracts under a false pretense, it’s not only inportant
that he be punished by jail time, but even nore inportant

that they repay or offer restitution in 1% times of those

anounts of those contracts. This Bill does nothing to
expand set-aside prograns. It really doesn’'t matter how
you feel about them This Bill is in response to people

who break the law and that’s a real inportant distinction
here. W re going after people who are gonna take
trenendous chances to secure contracts under false
pr et enses. When they get caught, we wanna nake sure that
the penalties are comensurate with the crime that they

commt.”
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Li ndner : “And... Thank you. | ... 1 understand your penalties.

Also, did you redefine the definitions of ‘mnority

person’, ‘disabled” or were those already in the statute?”
Col vi n: “No. How mnorities are identified, currently, in the
law as people of <color and in the Bill it defines

i ndi viduals of color, wonen and other mnority groups who
routinely contract wth local wunits of governnment under
mnority set-aside prograns.”

Li ndner: “But these were already defined. You did not do a

redefinition of themin your Bill?”

Colvin: “Yeah, they were already part of the law.”

Li ndner: “Yeah. GCkay. Thank you very nuch.”

Colvin: “You re welcone.”

Speaker  Turner: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative

MIller, for what reason do you rise?”

Mller: “WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he will.”

MIler: “One question | wanna ask you, Representative Colvin,
two questions. One is, is this one of your own initiatives
or how did you cone about this piece of |egislation?”

Colvin: “Representative MIller, this is nmy ow initiative. I n
effect, it’s a Bill that | actually had drafted nore than 2
years ago that was introduced this... of course, this past
January. But it is an initiative that | put together and
have brought forth for consideration.”

Mller: “The only reason | ask is because | had...| had read a
report in which it was a City of Chicago initiative, but |

know that ne and you have had discussions on it alnpst a
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year ago. But | just wanted to nake that point clear. In

your own words, in addition to the...in addition to the...the

Class IV felonies or is it Cass Il felon...fel onies?”
Col vi n: “I"'m glad you brought that point up, Representative.
Initially, the Bill that | drafted was...would provide C ass

IV penalties, but keeping it consistent wth already
existing State Law, we anended the Bill in conmttee to
make it reflect Cass Il penalties which is consistent with

State Law currently. And this |law would anend the Crim nal

Code Act making it a Cass Il felony anywhere in the State
of I'llinois.”

Mller: “Yeah. There is a provision in the Bill that goes
after you had said conspirators of it. Can you el aborate

on that just alittle bit?”

Colvin: “l didn’t...I didn’'t hear your question, Sir.”
MIller: “A conspirator...a conspiracy. You had nentioned the
conspirators and penalties associated with them | just

wanted to...for you to highlight that point.”

Col vi n: “That’s correct, Representative. The Bill not only
provi des penalties for those who attenpt to contract wth
| ocal units of governnent, but it also provides penalties
for individuals who work for units of governnment who may be

acting in a conspiratorial fashion to assist individuals in

securing, who work for governnent, in securing mnority
contracts.”

MIller: *“Thank you. To the Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from Cook, Representative G les,

for what reason do you rise?”
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Mller: “Wait, M..M.. To the Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “lI’msorry. To the Bill.”

Mller: “Ladi es and Gentlenen of the Ceneral Assenbly, | think
this is about the... one of the nobst pieces of inportant
| egislation that we can pass in this...in this...in this term
here. This legislation not only deals with those who
represent their selves as a mnority front, but also goes
after those who wish to participate in that type of
fraudul ent activity. Wen we talk about racism it’s easy
to talk about racismin terns of sonebody being |ynched or
sonebody sitting at the back of the bus, but what this Bill
gets at is the economc racismthat is felt by many African
Aneri cans and many people of...of mnority...many mnorities,
regardl ess. This Bill goes after whether the perpetrators
are black, white or Latino. It does not matter who the
perpetrators are because in the day s revelations of the
doves... in day’'s revelation of the Billy goat.. in day’s
revel ation...today’ s revel ation of these other scandals that
are being brought before us that we know that are white
participants, potenti al African-Anmerican and Latino

participants that have all been under this unbrella. Thi s

goes after the penalty not the person. That's a very
significant point in this legislation. W talk about
econom c justice, this goes at the heart of it. One

hundred mllion dollars worth of contracts in front were
given fraudul ently. If we take sonme of the top African-
Anmeri can busi nesses, conbined do not equal this. This is a

strong piece of legislation. Hi storically, those who
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commtted fraud get a slap on the wist. A hundred mllion
dollars, if a penalty is small, it’'s a slap on the wist.

If they wish to conduct in this kind of behavior, they know
now that there will not only be a penalty in regards to
jail term but a penalty in terns of fine. | would urge
everybody in this General Assenbly to support this
| egi sl ati on. This piece of legislation should pass out
unani nously. Thank you.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from Cook, Representative G| es,
for what reason do you rise?”

G les: “Thank you, M ... Thank you, M. Sponsor (sic-Speaker),
to the Bill. This is a type of legislation that I love to
support because what it does is it continues to fight for
parity, equality and opportunity in the State of Illinois.
The Sponsor was ingenious in comng up with a piece of
legislation that will add a little teeth to what’'s already
on the books and that is a program that is set aside for
mnorities to participate, to have sonme sort of a
participation in a very inportant program dealin’ wth
contracts in the State of Illinois in various |ocal
municipalities. | think what this legislation is trying to
do is say that the mnority set-aside progranms is for
mnority and it's to give them an opportunity to
participate in a whole schene of contracts. Now, these
mnority set-aside contracts is a snall percentage of the
actual contract that has been letted out in various
muni cipalities in various projects. So at least the

mnority participation part of the contract should be
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represented by mnorities. And | truly applaud the Sponsor
for making sure that we add a little teeth to the actua
program and to...and to let the individuals that want to
abuse the program to know that someone is watching you and
that there are consequences for abusing this program  And
so, once again, | applaud the Sponsor and | just think
everyone should put a ‘green’” vote on this piece of
| egi slation. Thank you.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from Vermlion, Representative

Bl ack, for what reason do you rise?”

Bl ack: “Thank you very much, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he will.”

Bl ack: “Representative, let me follow up on sonething that
Representative M| ler discussed. Do you know whether or

not the offense you want to cover has ever taken place?”

Colvin: *“Do..

Bl ack: “Has soneone actually fraudulently clained to be an MBE
contractor?”

Colvin: “Yes.”

Bl ack: “Were? Where would that be?”

Col vi n: “There have been a nunber of federal indictnents that
made against individuals in recent years and historically
dealing with exactly this topic.”

Black: “Did | just read in the Chicago press where there was a
rather major scandal in the Gty of Chicago about sonebody

fronting an MBE contractor?”

09400023. doc 14



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

23rd Legi sl ative Day 3/ 1/ 2005

Col vi n: “Well, Representative Black, again, the reason and the
notivation for drafting this piece of legislation is in
response to an observed problem?”

Black: “Wuld it be a fair assunption to say that problemtakes
pl ace nore frequently in Chicago in the |ast few years than
anywhere else in the state?”

Col vi n: “l don't have any data to support that. It has
probably happened in ny city and I want you...

Bl ack: “Yeah.”

Col vi n: “.to renenber that this is sonmething that | drafted
nearly 2 years ago, didn't file it, been holdin” on to it,
decided to file it in January of this year. But it's in..
again, 1it’s in response to a problem that’s existed

historically dealin” with governnent..

Black: “Well, 1..1."

Colvin: “And in contracting in governnent.”

Bl ack: “I"'m very glad that you drafted it and | intend to
support it and | intend to vote for it. And | think the
message should be very clear. As |’ve been here sone 19%

years, nost of the MBE problens have occurred in the Cty
of Chi cago. So, | congratulate you on comng up with the
Bill and | think it’'s tine the Cty of Chicago is given
constructive notice, thanks to your |egislation, we’' re not
gonna tolerate this anynore.”

Colvin: “But..”

Bl ack: “We aren’t gonna tolerate trotting out sonebody who's a
front for an organization owned by people who are not

m nority business contractors, who then use that contract
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to enrich thenselves and not follow the spirit or the
intent of the law History is replete with that going on.

| think this Bill is |long overdue. | hope the nessage is
sent . | hope the nessage is received. And if it occurs
statewi de, then the nessage should be received statew de

But in light of sonme of the recent events that have taken
place in the city and | notice that they are proponents of

the legislation and prior to the next city election in
Chicago this nmessage had better be received and the |aw
should be followed. And if it isn't, 1'm glad you ve
enhanced the penalties. And if that’'s what it takes, then

that’s what’'s necessary. | commend you on the Bill. I
intend to vote ‘aye’.”

Col vi n: “Representative Black, just in response to your
comments. That this Bill doesn’t target any individual or
any city. This Bill wll target any city or state unit of

governnent that has these types of prograns as part of
their contracting business. And to that end, anywhere
where these abuses take place in the State of Illinois we
wanna make sure that the penalties are as stiff as
possi bl e.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from Cook, Representative Davis,
for what reason do you rise?”

Davis, W: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “To the Bill.”

Davis, W: “Ladies and Centlenen, in the year 2005, the sad
part about why we’'re having the debate on this particular

Bill is the fact that these things exist. These prograns
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are created to help individuals who may not have the
initial capacity to be prine contractors on huge projects
but to give them the opportunity because this is the
busi ness that they chose to be in to have the opportunity
to benefit from state contracts that have the ability,
legitimately. But it’s unfortunate that there are people
out there that choose to take advantage of this program
There are people out there that choose to circunvent the
spirit of what those progranms were designed. So, |’'m here
simply to give ny support to the Sponsor of this Bill.
Definitely, I amin support of this Bill and | hope every
Menber of this chanber will definitely be in support of it
because in today’'s date when you would think that we
woul dn’t have to do things like this, it’s unfortunate that
there are people out there that wanna take advantage of it
and this is the reason why we have to have prograns |ike
this. So, | wanna, again, thank the Sponsor and again,
encourage every Menber to be on this particular Bill.
Thank you.”

Speaker  Turner: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Acevedo, for what reason do you rise?”

Acevedo: “WI I the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he will.”

Acevedo: “Rep... Representative, does this legislation apply to
every category of governnent?”

Colvin: “It applies to every unit of governnent in the State of
[11inois. And Representative, this is exactly why we
anended the Crimnal Code as opposed to any Civil Code so
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that these will be considered crimnal penalties that’l

apply to every individual who works for governnent as well
as every unit of governnment in the State of Illinois,
county, city, or state.”

Acevedo: “I know we had nentioned...it was mentioned earlier
Representative, that the city...this was not an issue of the
Cty of Chicago. Now, let nme ask you. Does the Cty of
Chi cago support this |egislation?”

Col vi n: “The city...the Cty of Chicago not only supports it,
but they helped draft it. They ve been very supportive of
this piece of legislation and |1’'ve been grateful for their
support.”

Acevedo: “Now, we keep focusing on the Cty of Chicago. Does
the County of Cook support this |egislation?”

Colvin: *“The County of Cook does support this |legislation.”

Acevedo: “Does the Governor’s Ofice support this |egislation?”

Col vi n: “l haven’t heard one way or the other from the
Governor’s O fice.”

Acevedo: “I"d really like to find that out, but though... M.
Speaker, to the Bill. | mean, we keep focusing on the Cty
of Chicago, but let’s mke no m stake about this, Ladies
and Centlenmen, this legislation is very inportant because
not only has it happened in the City of Chicago, it’s
happening in the county and State CGovernnent. W can | ook
t hroughout it. People have fallen through the traps.
This...this program was neant to help put aside for mnority
contractors. W say Caucasi an businessnmen and if you wanna

bring in a conspiracy theory, it also applies to African
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Anmeri can and Lati nos. These are people who are trying to

get rich on the backs of our own people using their own

peopl e. This is a very inportant piece of |egislation.
And | say again, | know Representative Black nentioned the
City of Chicago, but let ne make this perfectly clear. |If
we focus on the Cty of Chicago, let’s |look across the

board in every entity in every governnment that deals in the

State of Illinois.”
Speaker Turner: “Representative Colvin to close.”
Colvin: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. | appreciate all the comments

that have been made on this piece of I|egislation. And to
the |ast speaker’s comments, | think he's exactly right.
This piece of legislation and | state again, does not in...

target one unit of governnent, one city or one individua

or one incident. Going forth from this day forward, vya
know, this Bill is to send a clear nessage that anyone who
attenpts to defraud governnment in this fashion will pay a
very high price. This will give prosecutors an additiona

tool to not only throw those individuals in jail, which
they’ ve been very successful in doing once they ve been
proven guilty, but for the first tinme it wll give

prosecutors a chance to recoup those dollars through fines
and penalties for those individuals who attenpt to defraud
governnment in this fashion. | think this is an appropriate
response to a problem we’ve seen not just in the State of
I1linois but across the ci.. across the United States of
Aneri ca. These type of abuses can’t continue. | think
what they wultimately end wup doing 1is giving those
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individuals who would I|ike to see prograns end the
necessary fuel to..to eradicate them conpletely and | don't
think that would be in the best interest of any of us. So,
| would appreciate... and | just wanna thank you for your
support. And |I’d appreciate an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Turner: “Seeing no further questions, the question is,
‘Shall House Bill 381 pass? Al'l those in favor should
vote ‘aye’; all those opposed vote ‘no’. The voting is now
open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? The Clerk shall take the record.
On this question, there are 114 voting ‘aye’, 0 ‘noes’, O
‘presents’. And this Bill, having received the
Constitutional Myjority, is hereby declared passed. The
Lady from Cook, Representative Lindner, for what reason do
you rise?”

Li ndner: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I just would |ike the Body
to wish ny seatmate, Ruith Minson, a very happy birthday.
She has cooki es and she has these honenade pretzels made by
her nother which are just absolutely delicious. So, happy
bi rt hday, Ruth.”

Speaker Turner: “Happy birthday, Ruth. The Lady from DuPage,
Representative Bellock, for what reason do you rise?”

Bel | ock: “Thank you very much, M. Speaker. | have two
announcenent s. One is that the Conference of Wnen
Legislators is celebrating National H storic Wnen Mnth
and we had a press conference this norning and today...
tonight we'll be celebrating at the Pasfield House, a

neeting and then after that a nobvie on the wonen
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suffragettes and we welcone all the wonen to join us. Two,
is I'd like to wish nmy old seatmate and officemate, Randy
Hul t gren, happy birthday and have everybody w sh hi m happy
birthday. Randy Hultgren.”

Speaker  Turner: “The GCentleman from Bond, Representative

St ephens, for what reason do you rise?”

Stephens: “Inquiry of the Chair. Inquiry of the Chair.”

Speaker Turner: “State your inquiry.”

St ephens: “Is the brotherhood neeting?”

Speaker Turner: “The brotherhood neeting will be neeting |ater
this week. W will have to notify you for the specific
tine.”

St ephens: “Thank you.”

Speaker Turner: “Ckay. On the Order of Third Readi ngs we have
House Bill 383. Representative Davis. Read the Bill, M.
Cerk.”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 383, a Bill for an Act establishing
the Ami stad Comm ssion. Third Reading of this House Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “Representative Davis.”

Davis, M: “Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 383 anends the
Hi storic Preservation Agency Act. It creates the Am stad
Conmi ssi on. | t contains provisions concerning the

menbership of the commssion and the duties include:
provi ding assistance, advice to schools or other state
agencies with respect to the inplenentation of education

awar eness prograns, textbooks on the vestiges of slavery in
this country, the contributions of African Americans in our

society. This commssion will help with the surveying, the
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cataloging and the extent and breadth of education
concerning these topics. Wth Anendnent #1 we included the
ability of our Mnority Leaders in both Houses to make
appoi nt nent s. The Speaker w Il rmake appointnents, the
Senate President, the Governor w Il nake appointnents and

this commssion is required to nake a report to the

Governor and the General Assenbly. And | ask for a
favorabl e vote.”

Speaker Turner: “Seeing no questions, the question is, °‘Shal
House Bill 383 pass? All those in favor should vote
‘“aye’; all those opposed vote ‘no’ . The voting is now

open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?
The Clerk shall take the record. On this question, there
are 114 voting ‘aye’, 0 ‘noes’, 0 ‘presents’. And this
Bill, having received the Constitutional Majority, is
her eby decl ared passed. On the Order of Third Readi ngs we
have House Bill 402. Representati ve Eddy... Eddy. Read the

Bill, M. Cerk.”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 402, a Bill for an Act concerning
education. Third Reading of this House Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “M. derk, return the Bill back to Second
Reading at the request of the Sponsor. On the O der of
Third Readi ngs we have House Bill 404. Read the Bill, M.
Cerk.”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 404, a Bill for an Act concerning
schools. Third Reading of this House Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from Crawford, Representative
Eddy. "
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Eddy: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentl enen
of the House, this Bill, very basically, allows for a
change that has been waived by school districts
consistently in regards to the Prairie State Achievenent
Exam On days when that exam is adm nistered this allows
the day of attendance for a pupil, whose school day has to
be cut short because of that testing, to be nade up for at
a..on a different day to accunulate the five clock hours
necessary for an ADA. So, this is sinply the waiver |aw
wor Ki ng. W’'ve identified a place in the law that is
al | owabl e under waiver and we just wanna codify that. [|’'1I]
be happy to answer any questions.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from MHenry, Representative
Franks, for what reason do you rise?”

Franks: “WII the..w Il the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Turner: “Indicates he wll.”
Franks: “M. Eddy, I'mnot sure | understand what we’'re trying
to do here. ‘Cause I'’mreading ny analysis, it says, right

now, there’s a hundred and seventy-six days required at
| east for students to go to school. What vyour... and what
you're saying here is that they take the test on that day,
that will count as a day of school ?”

Eddy: “Because of the way the Prairie State Achi evenent Exam
has to be admnistered and because of the quiet that’'s
necessary and other test accoutrenents at tinmes school
districts have to allow for an early dismssal for the
schools in order for that test to be taken. Al this does

is allow for that tine to be nade up in addition to the
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normal five... five clock hours on other days. This 1is
sonmet hing schools have requested waivers for and been
granted waivers unilaterally. Wre just trying to nake it
so that they don’t have to go through that process when we
codify a current practice.”

Franks: *“Thank you for clarifying that for ne.”

Speaker Turner: “Seeing no further questions, the question is,
“Shall House Bill 404 pass? Al those in favor should
vote ‘aye’; all those opposed vote ‘no’. The voting is now

open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?

Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record.

On this question, there are 101...111 voting ‘aye’, 3 voting

no’, 0 ‘presents’. And this Bill, having received the

Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On the

Order  of Third Readings we have House Bill 457.
Representative Biggins. Read the Bill, M. Cerk.”
Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 457, a Bill for an Act concerning

crimnal law. Third Reading of this House Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “The GCentleman from DuPage, Representative
Bi ggi ns.”

Bi ggi ns: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of
t he House. House Bill 457 deals with the relatively new

crime of identity theft and prior...or existing |law requires
a conviction if the crime occurs within 6 nonths or 3 years
tinme. This Bill extends that life of that during which
that crinme can be punished indefinitely. The reason for
this law... Actually, Representative Bailey, ny colleague

from the other side of the aisle, has personally
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experienced the need for this law and if she’'d be

interested in explaining her experience with it, it could
explain why we have to extend this...life of this...penalties
for this Bill to beyond the 3year current statute. The
crime of identity theft, as we know, is relatively new It

can be applied years later, not just the normal..the old
crime, if you wll. It can be... occur years after your
identity... You think it’s safe but soneone can use your
identification and commt crinmes wthout your knowng it
and sonetines go on for years. That’ s plural. So this
Bill, which expressed a lot of interest from our coll eagues

here on the floor this afternoon, t hat does extend

indefinitely the time for which this Bill can be
pr osecut ed. This idea, really, was given to ne by a
constituent in ny district who works in the Federa

Governnment, was not able to testify publicly, but they
need... they need this law to prosecute those that are
comrmitting this crine. So, | would be hapiler... happy to

answer any questions anyone may have.”

Speaker Turner: “Seeing no questions, the question is, °‘Shal
House Bill 457 pass? All those in favor should vote
‘aye’; all those opposed vote ‘no’. Voting is now open.

Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? The Clerk shall take the record. On
this question, 114 voting ‘aye’, 0 ‘noes’ and O ‘presents’.
And this Bill, having received the Constitutional Mjority,
is hereby declared passed. On the Order of Third Reading...
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|"m sorry. The Lady from G undy, Representative Gordon,
for what reason do you rise?”

Gordon: “Thank you...thank you, M. Speaker. | would like to be
recorded as voting ‘yes’ on House Bill 404, please.”

Speaker Turner: “The record will so reflect..

Gordon: “Thank you.”

Speaker Turner: “.your intent. The Lep... the Lady from
Kankakee, Representative Dugan, what... for what reason do
you rise?”

Dugan: “Yes, Speaker. | would also like to be recorded as a
‘yes’ on House Bill 404.”

Speaker Turner: “And the record will so reflect your intent.
On the Oder of Third Readings we have House Bill 500.
Representative Mautino. Read the Bill, M. Cerk.”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 500, a Bill for an Act concerning

i nsurance. Third Reading of this House Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from Bureau, Representative
Maut i no.”

Maut i no: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenmen of the
House. House Bill 500 is the Consumer Choice of Benefits
Health I nsurance Plan Act. It allows individuals to choose
accident or health insurance plans offered by insurers that
may exclude in whole or in part certain state-nandated
health benefits in order to reduce the <cost of an
individual’s policy. This Bill we debated |ast year quite
extensively. It passed fromthe House, but at that tine it
covered group plans for small enployer health insurance.

This year the Bill has been anended and it affects only
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i ndi vi dual s. Now, where i ndividual policies <can be
purchased in the State of Illinois these individuals would

be shown a fully-nmandated policy and then would also be
able to choose the appropriate |level of insurance that they
would |ike for thenselves. Where this plan has been
introduced we’ve found that 40 percent of the people
purchasing these policies have been previously uninsured

So, it does provide an option for people who are | ooking at
what’'s offered in the state today, can’'t afford it. Thi s
woul d |l et them choose a plan that fits their needs and be
covered by insurance. Be happy to answer any questions.”

Speaker  Turner: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
MIller, for what reason do you rise?”

MIller: “My the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Turner: “Indicates he will.”

MIller: “Representative Mautino, you discussed... | know we... In
your earlier coments, you talked about the difference
between this Bill and last year’'s Bill. And you said, |
think, the difference was just between the issuance of a
group policy versus individuals. Can you el aborate on that
just a little bit?”

Maut i no: “Can you repeat the last part of your question? I
couldn’t hear you over the chanber.”

MIller: “The difference between |ast year’s legislation and
this year. You tal ked about group versus individuals.”

Maut i no: “Yes, that’s correct. Last year dealt with snall
enpl oyer groups and in listening to the Menbers here and

some of the other organizations out there, they said it
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would be best if we allowed this only for individual
coverage and not available for groups. So, the Anmendnent
actually did that.”

Mller: *“So, this is anybody in the State of Illinois or ju...or
who...who would this apply to exactly?”

Maut i no: “Any individual who w shed to purchase insurance.
Now, currently, 1..these...the nmandate |laws would not apply
to anyone who's covered under the Enployee Retirenent
Security Inconme Act, ERISA, or if youre in a.. that’'s
basically a union plan or what we're covered in the self-
f unded. And if you already have a group plan, a snall
group plan, you wouldn’'t need this. This is for those who
don’t have either of those two options.”

Mller: “And is the goal just to try to reduce cost or... what
is..what is...why are you doing this?”

Maut i no: “The goal is to: 1) im..to reduce cost, but also to
allow an individual to custom make his policy or her policy

to get the coverages that they need and omt any of the

coverages that are required of small group plans and
i ndi vidual policies prior to this Bill passing. So, for
example, if | wanted a...a policy for nyself and |I did not

want to have diabetes self-nmanagenment covered, infertility
covered, | could choose a cafeteria-like plan and elinm nate
each of those and by doing that reduce ny cost and stil
mai ntain all the hospital coverage, the nmajor nedical and
those that | deeml ...l need for nyself.”

MIler: *“To the..to the Bill, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Turner: “To the Bill.”
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MIller: “You know, it’s very difficult to...and |I’m not gonna
el aborate on it because | was against this Bill |ast year
and |'m against this this year. You know, it’'s very

difficult to predict what happens to any of us at any tine
at any...for any given |oved one at any period in our |ives.
| go back to ny...ny niece who.. who was diagnosed with a
rare liv...liver disorder...disorder at..at the age of two
and thank God she’s with us today treated by sonme very
caring doctors and a wonderful hospital system W don’t
know if one of our |oved ones or our self and sone of us
may think that we're crazy, but my.. may be a nental
disorder. W don’t know with the deadly disease of cancer
that a sinple spot on our chest or sinple spot on our lip
or a sinple spot sonmewhere turns out to have netastasized
and spread all over our body to cause a serious illness.

Unfortunately, we don’t have that crystal ball. Many of
the...the things that are excluded in this, these are things
that happen to us in real life. I nsurance is just that,
i nsurance to prevent sonething bad from us from happening.

Many times in my dental office patients don’t know what
t hey have under a dental plan. They don’t know if it’s a
PPO a HMO or whatever is covered or is not covered under
their plan. Unfortunately, whether it’s the ignorance of

the patient or whether it’s the...sonething dealing wth the
i nsurance conpany, we don’'t know what the cause of it, but
the point this is a piece of legislation that I don’t think
we should support and should vote ‘no’ on is because we

don’t have a crystal ball to know what’s gonna happen to
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us. We don’t know when that |oved one is gonna suffer sone
undue illness that will |eave us devastated. |Insurance is
to help provide coverage for us in times of energency. W
don’'t know if we're gonna get into a car accident on the
way home from this...from this Capitol. So, | would urge
all Menbers of the General Assenbly to very carefully | ook
at this legislation, but to also vote ‘no’.”

Speaker Tur ner: “The Lady from Cook, Representative
Fei genhol tz, for what reason do you rise?”

Fei genholtz: “WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he will.”

Fei genhol t z: “Representative Mautino, | was one of the nost
vocal opponents to the past...to the legislation that you
passed out of here last year that fortunately did not
becone | aw. And | know that many of us were very, very
concerned about the fact that enployers were going to be

dictating how to bundle sone of these plans and were

worried about discrimnation. You actually responded by
drafting a Bill, House Bill 500, that deals wth one
i ndi vi dual nmaking decisions about what kind of coverage
t hey have. Il wll tell you that | do have... al though you
and | have hbeen working on this, | have, for the record,

some questions for you and sone continuing concerns based

on what you have heard from Representative Mller, clearly

there are sonme opponents on this Bill who have those same
concerns. And | wanna nake sure that they are
phi |l osophical in nature. | mean, | think that a lot of

people in this chanber would like to see a better health
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care, but a lot of wus have a |l|ot of self-enployed
i ndi viduals who do not purchase health care because they
can't afford it. And |I'’m hoping that this m ght be a way,
but | wanna be very careful, so here are ny questions.
VWhi ch nmandates will be made or are nmade voluntary by this

Bill? So, essentially, what specific mandates does this

apply to?”

Maut i no: “Thank you very much for the question. And first of
all, whenever you're offered one of these policies, you
must be offered in that...in the policy structure itself, a
fully mandated option which covers all nmandates. So, as

t he previous speaker said, his concerns would be allayed by
checking the box and saying | want that coverage. Now,
t hat has and you..!

Fei genholtz: “But wa..wa..wa..wait.”

Mauti no: “Yes.”

Fei genhol tz: “You...he...l...1..1."
Mautino: “Let ne go to your question first and then 1’11 ...1"11
return. The mandates that nust remain are all of the

federal mandates that have to be in every policy regardl ess
whether it is ERISA whether it is group health, whether it
is individual. That would be the... the mastectony, post
mast ectony care, reconstruction, the guaranteed... the
continuation of coverage would have to be there along wth
all those that are federally mandated...

Fei genholtz: “So, under the circunstances..!

Mautino: “..and...and al so adopted-child full coverage. Anything

which is currently within the statute.”
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Fei genhol t z: “So...so, for instance, |ike an autonobile policy.
| can choose how nuch...l can choo..”

Mautino: “Can you speak up a little bit, please?”

Fei genholtz: *.l1 can choose on an autonobile policy what | want

i n conprehensive and what | want in collision, correct?”

Mautino: “Right.”

Fei genhol t z: “But in this design, you are either opting in to
purchase one of these coverages or opting out. I's that
correct? So, it beconmes an all or nothing proposition.”

Maut i no: “No. That is not correct. The way the current |aw
exists an individual can buy a fully-mandated policy or
they can buy a bare-bones policy. You cannot do a
cafeteria plan and choose which nandates you would cover
under Illinois |aw So, this would allow for very simlar
to what your teachers have been doing for 50 years. I
wanna plan that will cover this, this, this and this and
you can | ook down the list of 19 nmandated coverage which is
in your analysis and see that naybe you don’t need...l1’m 50
years old, we’'re past our childbearing years, | don't want
the infertility coverage. So maybe that’ Il |ower the cost
couple percent. | can opt out of that.”

Fei genholtz: “But are there any other things on that |ist that
will affect you, health wise, |like what Dr. MIller talked
about, that you may end up having to pay out-of-pocket
because you' ve waived that? So, what if...can you...can you
read the list?”

Mautino: “Sure. Al coholism treatnment, breast inplant renoval

cancer, of f... off-Iabel drugs, col orect al screeni ng,
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contraceptives, dent al anest hesi a, di abet es sel f-
managenent, infertility, organ transplants, prescription

i nhal ants, preventative health services, prostate specific
antigen testing. Anyway, those... But these are sone of the
itenms which are currently in mandated statute that mnust be
contained in all.. all policies that are sold to
i ndi vi dual s.”

Fei genhol t z: “So, this is... how does this conpare to |ike a,
|l et’s say, a catastrophic insurance policy?”

Maut i no: “You woul d have...you would have all of your coverage
for any of the items you can choose, the full nandated
coverage and then you would have to sign off that you'd
been offered that and you would have to sign, also, on
whi ch coverages woul d not be included so that you know and...
when you make that choice at the time of the..at the tine
t hat you purchase the policy and it would have to be |isted
as a consumer protection on the front of those policies.
You would have all of your hospital coverage, your
out patient coverage that any other normal insurance would
have.”

Fei genholtz: *“And everything else on that list, if | wanted it,
|’d have to pay out-of-pocket for it?”

Mautino: “O opt for full coverage, yes.”

Fei genhol t z: “ Ckay. Can you tell nme... Currently, all of the
i ndi viduals who have health coverage, are they gonna be

of fered to downgrade to this consuner choice plan?”
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Maut i no: “No. They will be offered to, at the tinme of their

renewal or...and a lot of people don’'t have insurance that
are buying these now.”

Fei genholtz: “So, is...everyone who has...
Maut i no: “WIIl..they Il be offered a fully-mndated plan at
that price and then they' Il be offered different |evels of

pricing to fit whatever they need in personal coverage and
can afford.”

Fei genholtz: *“So, and as you said earlier, they can't pick off
the menu of mandates. It’'s either all or none.”

Mautino: “Under the current |law, today, as it sits, correct.”

Fei genholtz: “But under this law, |I’'m gonna be able to say, |
don't...1"1l pay for ny own nmanmography, |’m not gonna need
infertility treatnments..!

Maut i no: “No. Mag... mamogr aphy, those... that’s one of the
federally covered mandates whi ch nust be..

Fei genholtz: *“All right. But...but the question |I’m asking you
is.

Mautino: “.exist in all.”

Fei genhol t z: “.1 can pick off that |ist. I will be able to

pick off the list individually..

Mautino: “Correct.”

Fei genholtz: *“.or not? GCkay. Currently, I’mnot allowed to do
that.”

Mautino: “Correct.”

Fei genhol t z: “Okay. And so if | went into the hospital and
needed a test that | had waived ny right to purchase, |

woul d have to pay for that out-of-pocket..
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Maut i no: “Correct.”

Fei genhol t z: “.my insur... Ckay. Now, the |ast question here
is, is there any independent data which was not
comm ssioned by an insurance conpany, Representati ve

Mauti no, that shows the causal effect of these types of
policies on the nunber of insured? And... and when vyou
figure this, you have to subtract out the nunber of people
who would have beconme insured anyway and the nunber of
peopl e who becane insured, as a result of a heavy mar... of
heavy marketi ng?”

Maut i no: “On the question itself, | do not... I know of
institutes that we rely on for a lot of our state nunbers.
Kai ser is very...very well known. They put out mandated
coverage nunbers every year.”

Fei genhol t z: “I"m sorry. | really can’t hear you. Can you
speak nore clearly.”

Maut i no: “Certainly. The only insurance nunbers that | can
call to mind right now would be from the Kaiser Institute
that shows basically what the cost of additional nmandates
are. But | haven’'t seen any specific report wth the

nunbers that you were | ooking at.”

Fei genhol t z: “But you did, in commttee, talk a little bit
about Texas and that.. Is Texas the only state that has
done this?”

Mautino: “No. There are...there are other states, but this plan

was...was designed and first inplenmented a year ago in Texas
and about 6 nonths into the program there were about 25

percent of the people that were buying it were previously
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uni nsured and that nunber has risen now, as was testified
to in conmttee, to about 40 percent of ©previously
uni nsured people are choosing what option of coverage they
need so they woul d have insurance.”

Fei genholtz: “Can you tell everybody what the standard prem um
and deductible is on these types of policies in sone of the
states that are already enploying this?”

Maut i no: “Of the top of ny head, | can’t, on the individual
mar ket, but you can figure that an individual policy is
runni ng anywhere from5 to 600 dollars per nonth as a...as
an average.”’

Fei genholtz: *“And what is the deductible on that?”

Mautino: “Whatever |evel you choose on there.”
Fei genholtz: *“So..
Mauti no: “You can choose...you can choose different plans to fit

your needs on...in the individual market.”

Fei genholtz: “Five or six hundred dollars a nonth sounds |ike a
pl an that should have full...all the mandates stay in..

Maut i no: “No, no. I'’m.. I"m tal king about what an average
i nsurance policy is going for out there. 1 don’'t have a...a

cost on this specifically.”

Feigenholtz: “lI"mtalking about this. |’mtalking about if [’'m
sitting in front of ny enployer...if | am trying to work
with an insurance agent and | ask that insurance agent, ya
know, and | can't afford all of this. | can't afford a
$700-a-nonth full coverage policy. | need to look at...|

need to take sonme of the mandates off of nmy policy. Wich

| can do, right?”
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Maut i no: “Yes.”

Fei genholtz: “If this becones |aw.”
Mautino: “Correct.”
Fei genhol t z: “Wha... If 1 take off... if 1'm beyond ny

chil dbearing years, what is ny cost savings gonna be? |
mean, | think that part of the question that people have
with thisis, is it worth it? 1Is it worth the ganble? The
Texas Unicare Plan apparently has a $2 thousand
deducti bl e.”

Maut i no: “As does our CH P Plan and enployer nmanufacturer
pl ans, too.”

Fei genhol t z: “I' mean, ultimately... |  know that. But
ultimately..

Mautino: “Right.”

Fei genholtz: “.we want this to be a savings to the consunmer and
there’ s a.
Maut i no: “But we also want to have the consuner be able to

purchase a policy that fits their needs and they can afford
in there as well. I nmean, 1... | wunderstand what you're
saying, but it is the individual who has to choose. | f
they have those concerns, they can choose the fully-
mandat ed policy which they nust sign off on and they can
choose any |l evel of coverage from a $250 deductible up to a
$2 thousand deductible regardless of... | nean, that’s just
their choice and their...whatever their ability to pay would
be.”

Fei genhol t z: “So, you're saying that the standard premum is
about 5 to 600 dollars?”
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Maut i no: “l know that that’s what in, as an enpl oyer, group...
group premum This is what | pay. | nmean, I'’min a group
health plan, I’mnot in the individual nmarket. But | nean,

that’s basically what a fully one costs us.”

Fei genhol tz: “Representative Mautino, you know, | have a |ot of
single people who are consultants that live in ny district
that call nmy office all the time struggling to find an

af fordabl e insurance plan and | feel that | need to help
them which is why | have looked at this Bill very, very
careful ly. I do have trepidations, though. My fear is
t hat there may be uni nt ended consequences, as

Representative MIller said earlier, for people who don't
really know what they're doing and | think that... Ya know,
l...1 guess I'm going to take a leap of faith and support

your Bill, but I want you to know of the grave concerns
that | have of people who are going to end up wth
i ncredi bl e costs. And | hope as this Bill works through

the Senate and we continue to analyze it and get some of
these questions answered that.. that we look at it very,

very carefully. But thank you for your work on this Bill.

| hope it will bring the nunber of uninsured in this state
down.”
Speaker Turner: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Flowers,

for what reason do you rise?”
Fl owers: “WII| the Gentleman yield?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he wll.”
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Fl owers: “Representative Mautino, I'm really trying to
understand the purpose of your |egislation. Can you help
nme, please? What is the purpose of this |egislation?”

Mautino: “The purpose of this would be to allow individuals who
don’t have a group plan or who are purchasing their...their
own insurance for thenselves to be able to custom nmake or
purchase a plan which has fewer nandates than what we all ow
now in the |aw And by doing that, 1’m hoping that sone
other people who currently aren't insured wll becone
i nsured because it becones of value to them”

Fl owers: “So, when you...you' re saying that an individual could
kinda tailor make their own insurance plan wth this
| egislation, if it were to becone law? Am | correct?”

Mautino: “Very simlar to what we do with our General Assenbly
heal t h i nsurance plan, yes.”

Fl owers: “Well, 1’1l debate that issue with you later, but
right now |I’m gonna stay with the one we have in front of
us. So, how do we separate...Ya know, in picking the body
parts, ya know, how do we separate what’s gonna be covered

and what’'s not ?”

Maut i no: “You, as the person buying the policy, would choose
that.”

Fl owers: “Well ..

Maut i no: “And it’s not covering the body parts, Mary. Vhat
we're talking about is the Bill will still have all federa
mandat ed coverage which all policies nust contain. It wll

al so have full hospitalization; we worked that out with the

hospitals. W net with nany groups over the past 2 years.
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W will still have continuation of coverage if soneone
| oses their coverage for access to the COBRA plan. W wll
still have coverage for and guaranteed for adopted
chi |l dren. And then each person nust be offered a fully-
mandated plan, all of the 19 state mandates, and they | ook
at those and if they choose sonething else they have to
si gn. And then whatever |evel they choose, whatever they
choose not to have covered then will be listed on the front
page of the policy and they’'|Il sign that off. So they have
a full understanding of what they're buying. That was the
thing that was stated to ne | ast year about if it was truly
consunmer choice then they should know what they’'re buying.

And we took that into consideration in those protections.”

Fl ower s: “Well, | guess, Representative, that’'s the...the part
that’s nost confusing to ne. On one hand you’'re saying
that it will have all the federal nandates, but you're

goi ng to exclude..

Mautino: “I can’t hear you.”

Fl ower s: “Oh, okay. You' re going to exclude the state
mandat es. So, for instance, if | have cancer and it
spread...let...1"mjust trying to figure out what part of ny

cancer would you not cover under this legislation? If it.”
Maut i no: “The requirenment for preexisting condition remains.
So, if you have this, the can...you buy the policy and you
have... have coverage for it, you can’'t lose that. Al you
woul d do is just check you want full coverage.”
Flowers: “No. Well... But I'’mnot getting full coverage.”
Mautino: “No, if you...if you want it, it’s there.”
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Fl owers: “Well, then why do we need this legislation then?”

Mauti no: “Because you may not want all the coverage which is in
t here. You nay want it... you nmay not be able to afford

because each tine we add a state mandate which we have 19
now, there’s another 19 pending in comrittee. Each tine we
do that nore and nore people tend to |ose health coverage
sinply because they can't afford the increases in the
premum So, this lets you, as an individual, choose what
| evel , what deductible is appropriate for you.”

Fl owers: “Representative, here are sonme of the mandates; these
are sone of the state mandates: contraceptives, anesthesia
for dental. So, if | need sone dental work done and it’s
gonna hurt, | could die from the pain but you re saying,
under this plan, I...and if | opt not to get the anesthesi a,
I’m just... I"lIl just have to suffer the pain. Am
correct?”

Maut i no: “I"’m sure the dentist would give you the anesthesia.
You woul d have to pay for it.”

Flowers: “No, no, no, no, no, no, no. |’ msure the dentist out

of the kindness of his heart..

Mautino: “But it has been your conscious choice.”

Fl owers: “But, but..

Mautino: “That’s the idea of choice.”

Flowers: “But ny point to you, Sir, and this is ny whol e point
of the |egislation. You know, | didn't know that | was

going to have a dental extraction, but you know and |I know
t hat chances are when you do go to the dentist it’'s gonna

hurt . And so as a result of the pain, you're going to
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elimnate and |’m going to choose because today | have no
pain so I'’mgoing to elimnate the anesthesia and then when
| go to the doctor and he has to give nme a root canal,
woul d have to pay that out of ny own pocket. You' |l give
nmne the dental work, but you wll not give ne the
anesthesia. Am| correct?”

Mautino: “If you choose..
Fl owers: “Not uh..
Maut i no: “..otherwise you would choose policy A instead of

policy B or C”

Fl owers: “But you know, if | say, Sir..

Mautino: “I..

Fl ower s: “.if I my say, that, you know, if that’'s what we
want ..!

Maut i no: “l personally would...l would choose to re... keep the

policy that has dental anesthesia in it.”

Fl owers: “Well, and I'mglad you said that..

Mauti no: “Maybe | woul d..”

Flowers: *“.and that’s the reason why..!

Mautino: “.1 would say | probably don't need the contraceptive

coverage or the in vitro fertilization, which can drop 3 to
5 percent off the cost of the premum?”

Fl ower s: “Well, then let’s... let’s go to the contraceptive
coverage, let’'s go there. Now, | may be too...| may not be
of childbearing age, but | may have a problem that... because
we do know contraceptives..’

Speaker Turner: “Rep...Representative, we’'ve had 5 mnutes. |'m

gonna give you another m nute. | know that the tiner was
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not on, but we have a nunber of people that wanna speak

So, we’ll give you another mnute..

Fl owers: “Well ..

Speaker Turner: “.and then the tinmer will be on.”

Fl owers: “.to... to the Bill, M. Speaker and Ladies and
Gent |l enren of the House. You know, I'm..I'’mtruly appalled

by this because none of us know what tonmobrrow s gonna
bring. And we cannot be insured by body parts, ya know,

we're all connected. You cannot take my arm from the rest

of my body and say you’'ll work on this and you won't work
on that. | think this is a very bad Bill. And the only
person or the only people that | know that’s gonna benefit
fromthis legislation will be the insurance conpanies not
the people of the State of Illinois and unfortunately, a

| ot of people have insurance and they think they can go to
get have the coverage and when they get to the hospital or

they get to the doctor’s office, they say, |I'm sorry, we
can’t give you this and we can’t give you that because it’s
not covered. This is a very bad Bill. And | would
appreciate a ‘no’ vote.”

Speaker Tur ner: “The Lady from Lake, Representative My, for

what reason do you rise?”
May: “WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he will.”

May: “Yes. Representative, | thank you so nmuch for your work
on this issue and | certainly respect your know edge and
bringing this forward. | absolutely agree that meking it

for individuals is nmuch nore of an inprovenent over | ast
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year. Now, to the question. Do you cover preventative
services, such as colorectal screenings? This will be a

choi ce, correct?”

no: “Correct.”

“So, | wll <check off if | want colorectal service...
servi ces, diabetes managenent, prescriptive inhalants. Do
you envision that you could add to the Bill exactly how

much would be saved by dropping and not choosing these
t hi ngs, because as you and | know we’ve worked in trying to
cover the insured, that there’'s very little cost in the
preventative. So, ny fear is that sonmeone wll opt out of
this, it doesn’'t really save noney. Wul d you agree with
that that preventative such as colorectal screening or
prostate testing don't really save a |ot of nobney on the
prem unf”

no: “Actually, we're talking about the difference things
that may or may not be opted out of, but the point is, in
the structure of the plan right now, if you are a wonman who
is divorced wwth a couple of kids, you re not the Mdicare
age, you don’t have a group plan to go to, you have no
opti ons. So, you nmay want to... your option is only the
i ndi vi dual market. And say your, you know, you' ve got
COBRA that’s gonna end, this would have your continuation
of coverage for COBRA You can choose a fully-nmandated
plan, if you can afford it or you can choose sone other
|l evel that does fit your need. It’'s conpletely based on
what you need. |If those are your concerns, then you shoul d

opt for the conplete...the plan ‘A, conplete coverage. I
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mean, it’s...you’'re, in many cases, the option is, | can't
afford what’'s being offered to nme because we have these
things that | don’t really need in the policy.”

“But isn't it true that the true costs are in maternity
coverage and in vitro. That there are large costs there.
And | could understand why sonmeone who's not...doesn’t have
a famly or an individual would not choose that because it
i ndeed would add a lot to the cost. But something such as
preventative doesn’t add that nuch to the cost. That’s..!
no: “And they could have a wellness policy option. The
point is no policy in Illinois now is allowed to have a
wel | ness policy option. You can either have everything or
you can have not hing. You' ve studied this issue for a
couple of years. There is no mddle ground that a person
can say, you know what, maybe | can afford $300 a nonth to
have this coverage, but | know I can’t afford 5 or 6. I t
just doesn’t fit into ny plan. This gives ‘em an option
they don’t currently have in Illinois, but they have in
ot her states.”

“l understand that, but | hear from so many people that
one of the biggest conplaints, other than not being able to
afford insurance or not having coverage, is that they paid
good noney for a policy and then when they get to the
doctor’s office or the hospital, nothing is covered. And
... my... my only fear is that this wll exacerbate that
probl em”
no: “Well, with this policy if you, once the safeguards

are set in there, you sign off on what coverage you have at
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the tine. If you choose anything below a fully-nandated
policy, it has to be laid out on the front page exactly
what you chose not to cover and then you nmust sign it. So,
to say... | don't buy that the person is not inforned.
They' re probably nore infornmed than an average person
buying a policy ‘cause they gotta know. Under plan ‘A,
this is what you have. If you choose sone |evel below
that, this is what you have. That’s a consuner protection
which was very rightly put in by some Mnbers of our
commttee.”

“Would you consider... Don’'t you think.. You know, a
question here. Wuld you consider adding right there where
sonmeone is checking off and initialing that they don't want
it, could you give sone idea of what they' re saving? How
much woul d they saving if I...if | defer..
no: “That would be up to the person marketing the policy.
| don’t think we would put that in State Law. But | nean
|’ m sure that you would wanna know if this plan is 500 and
this one is 300 or... They’'ll have a way to calculate it. |

don’t think we need to put that in the Bill. But any..

Speaker Turner: “Representative My, you have one nore mnute.”

May:

“That ... you’ ve heard ny concerns that preventative issues
such as colorectal screening, prostate testing, perhaps,
di abet es managenent wll save us noney in the long run. M
fear is that people will opt out of something that will not
add a lot of cost to the premum and then be surprised

And we, as a society, will be end up paying nore noney for
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them because they are not covered. That ... that is ny
concern.”

Mautino: “| appreciate that.”

May: “You’'ve made a lot of progress, but | really w sh you

woul d put in preventative neasures that would save us noney
inthe long run.”

Mautino: “lI would appreciate that. Unfortunately, many of the
things we tell people that they need for their own good,
whether they need them or not, has nmade insurance
unaffordable to a l|lot of people. They can still cover
everything they want or choose a level while fulling no...
fully well know ng what they're gonna have. | appreciate
your comrents and your work.”

Speaker Turner: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Yarbrough
for what reason do you rise?”

Yar brough: “WII| the Sponsor yield, please?”’

Speaker Turner: “Yes, he will.”
Yar brough:  “Thank you. Representative Mautino, hi. You know,
initially I was against this Bill and | know you ve nade

sone significant inprovenents to it and |I'’m glad that you
changed it. I’m glad that you changed it from a enpl oyer
Bill to an individual Bill. But for the record, would you

define...is this a cafeteria plan?”

Mautino: “One nore tine?”

Yar brough: “I can’t hear you.”

Mautino: “l can’t hear you. No, what... Is this a what?”

Yar brough: “lIs this a cafeteria plan? 1Is this |like a cafeteria

pl an where you choose?”
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Maut i no: “That’s... that’s what we’'re trying to structure here
which we can’t do currently.”

Yar br ough: “Ckay. And in a cafeteria plan, just I|ike the
cafeteria downstairs, you can actually select what you want
to eat, is that correct? And it’s based on..

Mauti no: “Yes.”

Yar br ough: “.what you want and also if you pay for what you
want as well, right?”

Mautino: “Yes.”

Yar brough: “Ckay. One of the speakers...previous speakers said

sonet hing about that insurance prevents, but in fact,

i nsurance doesn’'t do that at all, it responds. I's that
correct?”

Mautino: “That's correct.”

Yar br ough: “Ckay. The...the last thing. I"’mreally glad that

you’ ve brought this legislation forward and |I'm glad that |
can now support this |egislation. Some of ny coll eagues,

t hough, are concerned about the opponents on this Bill.

So, can you tell me why we still have the Citizen Action...
Did you hear ne? Wiy are all of the unions still against
this Bill as well as Citizen Action?”

Mautino: “The Citizen's Action, the young man who testified in

committee, stated that he didn’t think individuals had the
capability to make their own choices. Now, if...on this
pl anet, | think we do. But I...1 disagree with that fornmat
that the individual can’t understand or choose what he can
af f ord. I think that was in a question directed or at

Representative Parke, actually. But with the unions, there
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are sone other plans out there that people are |ooking for:
the Dirigo Plans out of Mine, which would offer sone
i nsurance. They would rather see it done on that type of a
level and | don't disagree with that. I know that a
Dirigo-style here in Illinois would require us to set aside
from GRF $250 mllion, so it’s not gonna happen. So, |
mean, there are sone good things that are out there and
they would rather see that than a plan like this which is
different than what they wanted. So, that's the major
concern that | had heard. Now, this affects no unions
because all wunions are covered under ERISA plans, exenpt
pl ans. So, they can pick and choose and they can do, right
now, what a 50-year-old farmer from Bureau County can’t

But that’s the basis of the objections.”

Yar br ough: “Than... thank you, then. | intend to support the
Gentleman’s Bill. Thank you.”
Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from Vermlion, Representative

Bl ack, for what reason do you rise?”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he wll.”

Bl ack: “Representative, let’'s see if | can sunmarize sone of
the illumnating and enlightening coments |[|’ve heard.
Your Bill allows people to make an informed choice,
correct?”

Mautino: “1I wish I'd have said that. | think I mght’ve, but,
yes.”
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Bl ack: “What ... what a revol utionary idea. W're going to let
peopl e make an informed choice. You know, sone people wap
thenselves in the mantra of choice, but then when you give
an individual the right to make a choice on insurance
coverage sonehow that’'s a bad idea. Can you... can you
explain that to me? Aud |...1...1 can’t understand it. I
t hought nmaybe you had sonme insight as to why giving an
i ndividual the right to make an informed choice is bad
public policy.”

Mautino: “I would say that’s a good thing.”

Bl ack: “Well, 1...1 gave you a copy of an article that appeared
in Sunday’s Chicago Tribune in the Money Section and a

colum or an article witten by Janet Kidd Stewart. The
headline is Chance to Cut Health Costs is a Huge Benefit
for Workers. And she goes on to outline what sone of these
i nformed choi ces have been able... how nmuch noney sone of
t hese peopl e have been able to save. But in your case, she
writes about a group plan through FedEx. Your ... your Bill
only kicks in if an individual wants to buy an over-the-
counter individual health plan for hinself, herself, or
their famly, correct?”

Mautino: “Correct.”

Black: “Let me...let me see if | can...l think | can come up with
a scenario. I’min nmy sixth decade. | get laid off by ny
conpany. They give nme all the required material by |aw and
| can maintain ny group plan through COBRA for $750 a
nonth. But |’ve just been laid off, | can't afford $750 a

nmont h. | mght be able to continue it for two or three
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months, so | have to go out and |ook for sone coverage.
And your Bill will allow me to go to an agent or a broker

and ki nd of pick out what | need, correct?”
Mautino: “Correct.”

Bl ack: “Now, I’'ll wuse nyself as an exanple. | don’t need
col orectal screening. |’ve been there and done that. |’ ve
had cancer of the colon. Everything there was surgical
renmoved 42 years ago. So, | don’'t need colorectal cancer

screening, do |?”
Mautino: “No. But that would be your choice.”
Bl ack: “That woul d be ny choice.”
Mautino: “An infornmed choice.”
Black: “An informed choice. MW wife and | get together, she’'s

in her sixth decade, had surgery a few years ago, we don’'t

need contraceptive coverage. W don’'t need that. Not
unless there’s a mracle that I'm not famliar with, we
don’t need contraceptive coverage. So, we can elimnate

that costly mandate, couldn’t we, by informed choice.”

Mauti no: “Yes.”

Bl ack: “And since we're in that position, we obviously don’t
need infertility coverage, so we can elimnate that nmandate
by infornmed choice.”

Mautino: “Yes.”

Black: “But | can cone up with a policy that | can afford that
covers ny basic health and God forbid, hospitalization
needs, correct?”

Mautino: “Correct.”
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Bl ack: “What a unique idea you' ve cone up with, Representative.
By giving people the right to nmake an infornmed choice to
buy an individual policy that affords them sonme |evel of
coverage that they can afford and that they choose by a
matter of infornmed choice that they think they need then

they' re covered rather than have no coverage, correct?”

Mautino: “That’'s correct.”
Black: “1 comrend you on working out nost of the opposition to
the Bill. | comrend you for carrying this idea forward

There are thousands of people in this state who could
benefit by this Bill becomng |aw. It doesn’'t force
anybody to take anything that they don't want and if you
cloak yourself in the cloth of choice, being the only
mantra that you wanna use, then don’'t cone to ne and say,
‘“but 1 only believe in choice selectively.’ This is ny
right to make an infornmed decision by nmy choice when | no

| onger can get or ameligible for a group health insurance

policy. It gives ne the option and the choice to have sone
measure of health insurance that | think will protect ne in
the latter years of ny life. |1 see nothing wong with that

idea. You have gotten nobst of the opponents to sign on as

proponents. It’s a good idea. It certainly beats putting
all these people on Medicaid. | urge everyone to vote
‘aye’ "

Speaker  Turner: “The Lady from Chanpaign, Representative

Jakobsson, for what reason do you rise?”
Jakobsson: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he will.”
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Jakobsson: “Thank you, Representative, for bringing this Bil
to us. I have one question and |I’'m just not sure | know

the answer to this. Wen renewing a policy..

Mautino: “One nore tine.”

Jakobsson: “Ckay. M question is, when renewing a policy, you
know, annually or whatever it is, does one have the option
of opting back in to things that were opted out?”

Maut i no: “At the... at the time, once they' re granted the
coverage in there, can they make a change at the tinme of

their renewal ?”

Jakobsson: “Yes?”
Mauti no: “Yes.”
Jakobsson: “That’s ny question.”

Mautino: “Yes. Yes.”
Jakobsson: “Ckay, good. Well, thank you. That ... that answers
t hat questi on. To the Bill. | think a lot of us have

tal ked about affordable health care and | think this offers

that opportunity for the people of IIllinois. | urge an
‘aye’ vote.”
Speaker Turner: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Davis, for

what reason do you rise?”

Davis, M: “A few questions, M. Speaker. I'd like to know,
Representative Mautino, what happens if an individual is
not covered for one of the...is it about 19 state nmandated
things that they have to be covered for. Is it about... how
many does the state have, about 197?”

Mauti no:  “Moni que..”

Davis, M: “Yeah.”
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Maut i no: “Could you repeat that, please? | couldn’'t hear you
over the noise in the chanber.”

Davis, M: “Ckay. First, | would...1’d like to know how nmany
mandated issues are there in the state. How many things
are insurance conpanies required to include in their

i nsurance pl ans?”

Mautino: “You mean, the mandated coverages that we’'ve put on?”
Davis, M: “Yes. That is correct.”
Maut i no: “There's about 19 additional, that's over and above

your hospital nmjor nedical coverages that are out there.
But there are 19 different illness du jour, if you were and
they are listed right in the analysis.”

Davis, M: “Ckay. Now, under your plan, Representative, if
someone chooses not to be covered... Let’'s say you have a

60-year-old nman and he doesn’t wanna be covered for

chil dbirth. However, however, at sonme point he does
remarry and there’s a young child born. Wo pays for
t hat ?”

Mautino: “I would think that when he purchases a policy, if he

is getting married to a woman of chil dbearing years, he may

wanna take option ‘A, which would be full coverage of all

mandates. |f he chooses...

Davis, M: “But let’s say he doesn’'t. Let’s..

Mautino: “.if he chooses |less, then he pays for it. That’'s the
answer .’

Davis, M: “lI"msorry. | didn’'t hear you.”

Mautino: “If...if he chooses not to have that coverage, then he
pays for it.”
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Davis, M: *“Suppose he doesn’t have the noney.”
Mauti no: “Then he probably wouldn’t have had the noney to buy

the policy, as well.”

Davis, M: “No, he had the noney to buy a very limted, cheap
policy. He had the noney for that, but he didn't have the
money to buy or he thought he didn’t have the noney to buy
a policy that would fully cover him Now, ny question,

Representative, is..

Mautino: “If he didn’'t have..

Davis, M: “.who will pay the fee? Is it the State of
[11inois?

Mauti no: “Actually, under a situation |like that, if he went to

a hospital under the Tax Code, they have a charitable care
status in which they would be able to take a double

deduction on that. The hospital would wite it off.”

Davis, M: *“Thank you, M ... thank you, Representative.”

Mautino: “You' re wel cone.”

Davis, M: “To the Bill, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Turner: “To the Bill.”

Davis, M: “l believe that sone Legislators set in these seats

and realized through information soneone provided themwth
or a careful study that they're about 19 issues that we
shoul d nmake certain people are insured for. Thi s process
was not done wlly-nilly. Soneone decided, after very
careful study, that people needed to be protected wth
i nsurance from certain elenments, diseases and so forth.
So, in ny opinion, for us to just all of a sudden w pe that

out and say it’s gonna be based on individual choice, these

09400023. doc 55



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

23rd Legi sl ative Day 3/ 1/ 2005

individuals my not have the information that t he
Legi sl ators had when they put this into | egislation. These
i ndividuals may not realize what a catastrophe could occur

in their lives, in their famlies, if they're not properly

insured, but the person to pick up the tab will be the
State of Illinois. Illinois taxpayers wll pick up the tab
for those who are wunderinsured. | believe that as

responsible Legislators, who are really interested in
saving noney for the taxpayers, we would make sure that

people are conpletely covered and all of those mandated

coverages should remain in place. And | urge a ‘no’ vote.”

Speaker Turner: *“The Lady from DuPage, Representative Bell ock.”

Bel | ock: “Thank you very much, M. Speaker. WI Il the Speaker
(sic-Sponsor) vyield?”

Speaker Turner: “He indicates he will.”

Bel | ock: “I just wondered if the Mental Health Association had
taken a stand on this.”

Mautino: “Yes. Ch, actually, | believe they' re neutral at this
point.”

Bel | ock: “Ckay.”

Maut i no: “And it’s with this |anguage, | was supposed to give
you a copy of it. Can | do our legislative intent? Can |

have... Hold one second. The concern, when you were one of

t he Sponsors of the nental health coverage, is that..

Bel l ock: “Yes, that’s what | was..
Mautino: “.it remain in group plan.”
Bel |l ock: “Yes.”
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Mautino: “And with this Bill it does that because we’'re tal king
about individual policies only.”

Bel | ock: “Ckay.”

Mautino: “So, if you'll take a look there, we'll just do this
for legislative intent.”

Bel |l ock: *“Ckay.”

Mautino: “You're up.”

Bel | ock: “1 know | had received a lot of enmmils. | thought
that they were okay with it, but | just wanted to check and
they’ re not..

Speaker Turner: “The GCentleman from Bureau, Representative
Mautino to close.”

Maut i no: “Thank you very nmuch. | appreciate the spirited
debat es. I'"d like to ask for an ‘aye vote. This wll
give informed consuner choice and where it has been in
pl ace, 40 percent of the people who have bought these
policies were previously uninsured. Thank you nuch.”

Speaker Turner: “The question is, ‘Shall House Bill 500 pass?
All those in favor should vote ‘aye’; all those opposed

vote ‘no’. The voting is now open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?
The Clerk shall take the record. On this question, there
are 96 voting ‘aye’, 17 voting ‘no’, 1 voting °‘present’

And this Bill, having received the Constitutional Mjority,
is hereby declared passed. The Gentleman from Wn... The
Gentl eman from Wnnebago, Representative Sacia, for what
reason do you rise? If we could have the Menbership’'s

attention, please.”
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Saci a: “Ladies and Gentlenen... M. Speaker, is it your
intention to read the Resolution first?”
Speaker Turner: “M. Cerk, can you read House Resolution 47,

it'’s a Death Resolution.”

Clerk Bolin: “House Resolution 47, offered by Representative
Saci a.

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of the

State of Illinois |learned with great sadness of the conbat

death in Iraq of Lance Corporal Neil D. Petsche, United
States Marine Corps, of Lena, on Decenber 21, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Neil D. Petsche was born on Septenber 9, 1983, in
Freeport to Dave J. Petsche and Carol (Wnters) Petsche; he
graduated from Lena-Wnslow H gh School in 2002; he was a
menber of St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Lena; and

WHEREAS, He was active in the Boy Scouts of Anmerica,
especially Troop 91 of Lena, achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout on Septenber 8, 2001; he was a former nenber of the
Lena- Wnsl ow H gh School Band, where he played percussion
instrunents; he was an avid paintball enthusiast and al so
enjoyed collecting novies, swinmng, working 3-D puzzles,
and listening to Metallica; and

WHEREAS, Prior to graduation from high school, he enlisted in
the United States Marine Corps; following his graduation,
he entered basic and advanced infantry training at Canp
Pendl eton, California; he was stationed at 29 Palns,
California; and

WHEREAS, Lance Corporal Petsche was a nenber of Conpany A, 1st
Battalion, 7th Marine Reginent, 1st Marine Division, United
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States Marine Corps; he was serving a second voluntary tour
inlraq; he did not have to be in Iraq, but signed up to go
back because he felt he and the USMC were truly nmking a
di fference; he was the fourth generation mlitary
serviceman in his famly; and

VWHEREAS, Neil is renmenbered by his famly for his smle, his
| ove of life, and his willingness to lay down his life for
his country; he was a dependable, diligent, quietly
determ ned person who believed his efforts in Iraq would
make a difference for the better; and

WHEREAS, The passing of Lance Corporal Neil D. Petsche has
been deeply felt by many, especially his nother, Carol; his
father, David; his brother, Steven; his sisters, Jolene
Petsche and Cheryl Petsche; his paternal grandparents,
Marvin A (lrma E. ) Petsche; his mternal grandparents,
Norvin (lrene) Wnters; and his many aunts, uncles, and
cousins; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- FOURTH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn
t he passing of Lance Corporal Neil D. Petsche, USMC, and we
extend our deepest synpathy to his famly, friends, and al
who knew and | oved him and be it further

RESOLVED, That we honor the nenory of Lance Corporal Petsche
and his willingness to serve his country, which led to him
maki ng the ultimte sacrifice; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to his famly as an expression of our sincere condol ences

for their loss.”

09400023. doc 59



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

23rd Legi sl ative Day 3/ 1/ 2005

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from W nnebago, Representative
Sacia.”

Saci a: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlenmen of the
House, I'm joined with ny Senator, Senator Todd Sieben and
we are joined in the gallery today by the extended famly
of Lance Corporal Neil Petsche. I did not have the
privilege of knowing this young Marine. | did have the
privilege of attending his funeral along with Lieutenant
Governor Pat Quinn and well over 500 individuals from the
small, rural, northwestern community of Lena. To late...to
say that Neil Petsche was one of Anmerica’ s finest would
truly be an understatenent. The inpact that this young man
made on his comunity, the United States Marine Corps and
truly the nation as a whole we <can’'t even begin to
conpr ehend. Neil’s body was acconpanied to Lena by two
fellow Marines from his unit in Irag. And as you heard
Neil did not have to be there. He had already served with
honor and distinction one tour. He asked to go back
because he felt so deeply about what the Marine Corps was
doing and the good they were acconplishing in Iraq. Nei
was a gunner on a Hunvee that overturned. Cbviously, in
evasi ve action. The community that turned out on the day
of his funeral was literally amazing. Those that spoke to
the testinony of this trenmendous young man and anong the
speakers and how hard this nust have been was his |ovely
sister Jolene who is in the gallery today and right now
she’s shuddering hoping I don't tell this story, but | have

to. She brought sone levity to a very sad situation. And
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t hough I have no way of knowing if this is actually what

happened, | can’t help but believe that Jolene and Neil,

prior to his returning to Irag, said sonething to the

effect, ‘well, Neil, if sonething happens to you, 1’'II
drink a beer in your honor at your funeral.’ And by Cod
she did it. She toasted him and said, ‘Neil, here’'s to
you.’ And chugged a MIller Lite. |I'msure there were those

that were appalled, but there were also the vast mjority
that truly appreciated the tribute froma loving sister for
a brother who gave his all. President Calvin Coolidge is
quoted as saying, ‘Nobody is renenbered for what they got,
they are renenbered for what they gave.” This Mrine gave
his all. He gave it proudly and with distinction. We
salute you, Marine. Thank you.”

Speaker Turner: “Representative Sacia noves that the House does
adopt House Resol ution 47. Al those in favor should say

aye'; all those opposed say ‘no’ . In the opinion of the
Chair is the ‘ayes’ have it. And the House does adopt the

Resol uti on. Representative Franks, the Gentleman from
McHenry.”

Franks: “Thank you, M. Speak..

Speaker Turner: *“.Do you have a Mdtion?”

Franks: “A Mdtion to suspend the posting requirenents for State

Government Adm nistration for tonorrow we’'re hav... have a
subj ect matter hearing as well as doing sone Bills.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman asks | eave and | eave is granted.
The Lady from Chanpaign, Representative Jakobsson. The
Lady from Chanpai gn, Representative Jakob..!
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Jakobsson: “Thank you, M. Speaker. On February 9, this Body
di d adopt Resolution #99, House Resolution 99, in honor of
Cor poral Nathaniel K. More, US. Mrine Corps of Chanpaign
who on January 26 died. Nat hani el More was a nenber of
the Marines. He earned his GED prior to graduation because
he knew it was a requirenent for enlistnent. He' s
remenbered as cooperative and always wlling to go that
extra mle. M. Moore enjoyed gymastics and baseball and
was known for his red hair. He was assigned to the First
Battalion, Third Marine Reginent, Third Marine Division,
Third Marine Expeditionary Force, Marine Corps Base,
Hawai i . Prior to active duty, he served as a mlitary
police officer. W know that the passing of Corporal Moore
has been deeply felt by many. W saw the many people who
attended in parade at his funeral procession. And we have
wth us today his parents, Duane and Anber Moore, his
sister, Amanda. W al so have his grandnother with us. But
| also have with me a letter that Amanda wote to her
brother and she asked if | would share it wth this Body.
“Aletter to ny brother. Dear Brother, why did you have to
be a hero? Wiy did you not cone hone when you had the
chance? Wiy did you have to be a Marine? You say you
woul d not | eave your nmen behind; you wanted to stay wth
your nmen, why? Wiy did you have to get on that helicopter?
Wiy did there have to be a sandstorn? As | sat at the top

of the stairs, | tried to figure out why God had to take
you, nmy only brother. All night | tried to put reason
behind everything until in one nmonment | realized that it’s
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not nmy job to figure out why you were taken from ne. I
realize that | should not be asking why but | should be
sayi ng thank you. Thank you, God, for giving ne a brother,
not just an ordinary brother, but a great brother. They
say a brother is a gift to the heart, a friend of the
spirit and a golden thread to the neaning of life. You
were all that and nore to ne. I always admred how you
could make friends with your worst eneny. The way you were
so bold and willing to face |life head on, whether it was
good or bad. You had the courage of a 20-man arny and the
heart of a Marine. You were ny best friend, ny rock and ny
her o. | love you, brother. Always and forever, |ove,
Amanda.’ Wth that, | ask for a nonment of silence and
gratitude for the life and the gift of Nathaniel More and

also to renenber his famly. Thank you.”

Speaker  Turner: “Thank you. The GCentleman from Cook,
Representative Scully, for what reason do you rise?”

Scully: “M. Speaker, for the purpose of an announcenent.”

Speaker Turner: *“State your purpose.”

Scully: “The Electric Uility Oversight Cormittee will neet at

9:00 tonorrow norning, not 8:00 as is...as is posted. And
for the specific purpose of having a Commonweal th Edi son
present to the conmittee its...the tariff which it filed
with the IIlli... Indus... Illinois Comerce Conm ssion on
Friday. Thank you.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang,

for what reason do you rise?”
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Lang: “Thank you, WM. Speaker, for a point of personal
privilege.”

Speaker Turner: “State your point.”

Lang: “Thank you, M. Speaker. A decade or nore ago | was
privileged to be one of the chief cosponsors on a Bill that
made Illinois the first state in Anerica to require

Hol ocaust education in our public schools. This cane to us

from an organization <called the Hol ocaust Menor i al

Foundation which was in ny district and still is in ny
district. Some of the people from the Hol ocaust Menoria

Foundation are here in Springfield today. They’'re up on
the Denocratic side in the corner and I'd like them to

stand and accept our applause for their hard work.
Additionally, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen, sone of
the menbers of the foundation who are Hol ocaust survivors
are going to be in Room 115 upon adjournnent for an hour or
so. They have stories to tell which are horrific, but are
stories that need to be heard and need to be told. And so
| would invite as many of you as have sone free tine to
stop down there and greet themand listen to what they have
to say. Thank you very much, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Turner: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Fritchey, for what reason do you rise?”

Fritchey: “Initially, Speaker, for purpose of an announcenent.
And that is that the Judiciary I Conmittee will neet at 9
a.m tonorrow. The usual room but it wll be at 9 a.m
instead of 8 a.m Thank you.”
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Speaker Turner: “Representative Burke, the Gentlenman from Cook
for what reason do you rise?”

Burke: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | nove that the posting requirenents be waived for
House Bill 1391, that it could be heard in the Executive
Comm ttee tonorrow.”

Speaker Turner: “I's there |eave? Leave is granted. The
Gentleman from Lee, Representative Mtchell, for what

reason do you rise?”

Mtchell, J.: “Thank you, M. Speaker. A point of persona
privilege.”

Speaker Turner: *“State your point.”

Mtchell, J.: “M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
| rise to announce that |’m down... a very distinguished
famly is down here today. Brian Duncan and his |ovely

wfe Kelly are in the gallery. He is the president of the
Qgl e County Farm Bureau and with me and serving as Pages

today on the House Floor are his children Levi, Sarabh,
Emry... Enma and Mol ly. Please give ‘em a warm wel cone.
Thank you.”

Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman from Cook, Representative G| es,

for what reason do you rise?”

Gles: “On the purpose of an announcenent, M. Speaker.”
Speaker Turner: *“State your purpose.”
G les: “The Elenentary & Secondary Education Comrittee wll

convene at 8:00 tonorrow norning for the purpose of hearing
the various Bills that are in the conmttee. Ri ght after
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that, we will convene a...the subcomnmttee dealing with the
School Code waivers.”

Speaker Tur ner: “On... M. derk, what’'s the status of House
Bill 5937?”

Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 593 is on the Order of House Bills-
Third Reading.”

Speaker Turner: “Representative Mffitt.”

Moffitt: “Thank you, M. Speaker. |'d like to nove 593 back to

Second for an Anmendnent that just... has just surfaced that
we...we intend to put on there.”
Speaker Turner: “The Gentleman asks |eave to have the Bill

brought back to Second. All those in favor say ‘aye’; al

t hose opposed say ‘no’. Leave is granted. The Centl eman
from Madi son, Representative Hof f man.”

Hof f man:  “Yes. For the purposes of an announcenent. Just to
make sure that everybody recalls. If you're on the
Transportation Conmittee or have a Bill in Transportation,
if it... there are three subconmittees that’ll be neeting
initially at 2:00: the License & Registration subcommttee;
2:15 the Roads, Bridges & Traffic Safety subconmittee; 2:30

the Roads sub...the Railroad subconmttee and 2:45 the ful

committee will reconvene.”

Speaker  Turner: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Fritchey on House Bill 312. Read the Bill, M. derk.”
Clerk Bolin: “House Bill 312, a Bill for an Act concerning

schools. Third Reading of this House Bill.”
Speaker Turner: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Fritchey.”
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Fritchey: “Thank you, Speaker, Menbers of this Body. [...1'm
hunbl ed to have the opportunity to present this Bill in the

presence of the individuals from the Holocaust Menorial.
As Representative Lang stated, over a decade ago we saw fit
to mandate a wunit of instruction on the Hol ocaust
recognizing that it was a lesson to be I|earned by
el ementary and high school kids throughout our state. The
unfortunate reality is that while the Holocaust was a
singularly unique atrocity, the issue of genocide is not
simply a history |esson. The issue of genocide is
unfortunately a current events |esson. Over the | ast
century, over 20 mllion people have lost their lives in
actual genocide in Europe, in Asia, in Africa and it
conti nues as we speak today. House Bill 312 would expand
the teaching of Holocaust study to that of Holocaust and
genocide study with focus on the atrocities commtted in
the Wkraine, in Canbodia, Bosnia, Rwanda and the ongoing
tragedy in Sudan. The lessons to be |earned here are that
for the words ‘never again’ to truly have neaning it does
not sinply nmean ‘never again’ to Europeans, it means ‘never
again’ anywhere in the world and we nust teach agai nst not
just these atrocities, but the global indifference that
they’ ve been net by every tine. Does this Bill put an
addi ti onal burden on teachers? Yes, it does. Does it cram
an already crowded school schedul e? Yes, it does. I's
there a nore conpelling reason to do such a thing?

Arguably not. | request your ‘aye’ vote on this Bill.

Thank you.”
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Speaker Turner: “The CGentleman from Cook, Representative Lang

Lang:

for what reason do you rise?”

“Thank you, M. Speaker. I rise to support the
Gentleman’s Mdtion on the passage of this Bill. Early on
in this process there was sone frank concern about how this
fit in to the current Holocaust nandate. But | nust say
Representative Fritchey has worked hard and [ong with many
people to draft |anguage that acconplishes his goal but
still assures that the teaching of Hol ocaust in our public
schools wll be there on a continuing basis and not
di | ut ed. So, this additional, yes, mandate, but inportant
one, is one | support, we should all support. And this
will go a long way toward teaching our young people the
i nportance of things that are going on around themin the
rest of the world not just locally, not just here in the
State of Illinois or in the United States. So, | ask for

your ‘aye’ votes.”

Speaker  Turner: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative

Gsterman, for what reason do you rise?”

Gst er man: “Thank you, M. Speaker. |, too, rise in strong

support of the Representative' s |egislation. As the
Representative had nentioned, the |essons of the Hol ocaust
continue to be learned and it is inportant that we teach
young Illinois residents about those |essons, |essons of
tol erance, |lessons of diversity, lessons of humanity,
| essons of wunderstanding our fellow man and standing up
against injustice. Al so, we are adding genocides that have

gone on in recent years. And | also think it is inportant

09400023. doc 68



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

23rd Legi sl ative Day 3/ 1/ 2005

for young Illinois students to understand that the issues
of genocide are not things that have happened 60 years ago,
but have happened relatively recently. And within Illinois
today there are thousands, tens of thousands of individuals
that have lived with the atrocities of genocide, victins of

genocide from Bosnia, from Canbodia, from Sudan and from

ot her pl aces. Those i ndi vi dual s’ chil dren and
grandchildren will be teaching or studying alongside of
[11inois-born residents and | feel it is inportant for

children to understand each other, their classmates, where
they come from and by enacting this legislation, this wll
go a long way towards that end. And | would ask everyone
to support this Bill.”

Speaker Tur ner: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Bassi, for
what reason do you rise?”

Bassi: “Thank you, M. Speaker. For a comrent on the Bill, if
| may. This is a... Wiile I laud the intent of the Bill and
| think the idea of having genocide in classroons is a very
good idea, public schools in Anerica today are expected to
teach good nutrition habits; train students in pul nonary-
coronary resuscitation; give specialized instruction for
the hard of hearing, the blind and the neurologically
inpaired; treat the enotionally disturbed; train the
mentally retarded; teach the gifted; do eye testing; give
i nocul ations; teach first aid procedures; provide pregnhancy
counseling; assist in disease prevention; inculcate norals,
ethics and values; collect noney to rebuild the Statue of

Li berty; stress the prevention of drug, alcohol and tobacco
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abuse; help students develop political knowhow, develop
civic responsibility; provide sex education; provi de
suicide counseling; maintain birth information and age
certification data; provide instruction in good health care
and AIDS prevention; teach driver training; provide civi

rights and racial tolerance; foster integration; teach the
principles of free enterprise; provide career information

assist in career planning; detect and report child abuse;
teach the telephone nunbers and etiquette; instruct in
speed reading; eradicate head l|ice, scabies and other
di seases; assist in charity fundraising; provide vocational
training; build econom c awareness; serve hot |unches and
breakfasts; dispense surplus mlk; do job placenent;
pronote physical fitness; assist with bilingual |anguage
devel opnent; counsel delinquents; foster nmetric education

provide transportation; teach consuner education; counsel

students wth problens; follow due process procedures;

protect student privacy; provide conputer literacy; teach
them to |ike broccoli; unteach them the four food groups;
teach the pyram d; teach humaneness and i ndividual

responsibility; elimnate sex discrimnation; assist in
bl adder control; develop an appreciation of other people
and other «cultures; pronote uses of information; avoid
religion and in the long-run teach reading, witing and
arithmetic.”

Speaker Turner: “Wuld you..

Bassi :

“And with all due resp...and with..”

Speaker Turner: “.would you care to repeat those?”
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Bassi : “Certainly. No, I'Il wait. And with all due respect
in spite of the fact that | think the intent is very good,

| will respectfully have to be voting ‘no’ because it adds
an additional mandate. I think this can be incorporated

within the social studies program that is already out

there.”

Speaker  Turner: “The GCentleman from Lee, Representative
Mtchell, for what reason do you rise?”

Mtchell, J.: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Turner: “To the Bill.”

Mtchell, J.: “Again, with all due respect to the Sponsors of
the Bill, sonewhere this has to end. Ladies and Gentl enen,

we continue to mandate what schools teach, what’'s in the
curricul um There’s going to be a tine when there’'s no
time left for any teacher to have any originality
what soever . Also, every tine we add sonething to an
over burdened curriculum sonething has to be left out. I
woul d hate to be the teacher that has to decide what he or

she doesn’'t teach because we at the Capitol have told them

what they have to teach. | respectfully ask for a ‘no’
vote. Thank you.”
Speaker Turner: “The question is, ‘Shall House Bill 312 pass?

] ’

All those in favor should vote ‘aye’; all those opposed

vote ‘no’. The voting is now open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record.

On this question, there are 97 voting ‘aye’ .. 96 voting

aye’, 11 voting ‘no’, 7 voting ‘present’. And this Bill
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having received the Constitutional Majority, is hereby
decl ared passed. Representati ve Feigenholtz. Turn her

m cro... Representative Feigenholtz, the Lady from Cook, for

what reason do you rise?”

Fei genhol t z: “I"'m sorry, M. Speaker. | thought you were
calling for nme to do House Bill 763. Sonebody nust have
hit nmy speak button. | was down there.”

Speaker Turner: “That’s next week. Al'l owi ng perfunctory tine

for the Cerk, Representative Turrie...Currie noves that the

House does stand adjourned until the... Wdnesday, March 2 at

12:00. All those in favor say ‘aye’; all those opposed say
‘no’. The opinion of the Chair is the ‘ayes’ have it. And
the House does stand adjourned until the hour of 12:00
noon, Wednesday, March 2.”

Clerk Bolin: “The House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
I ntroduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 169, offered

by Representative Gordon. House Resolution 170, offered by

Representative Berrios. House Resolution 172, offered by
Representati ve Acevedo. House Resolution 175, offered by
Representati ve Hof f man. House Resolution 177, offered by
Representative Burke. House Resolution 178, offered by
Representative Smth. House Resolution 180, offered by
Representative May. House Resolution 182, offered by

Representati ve Minson. House Joint Resolution 22, offered
by Representative Bill Mtchell. House Joint Resolution
23, offered by Representative Soto and House Joint
Resolution 24, offered by Representative MCart hy. These

Resolutions are referred to the House Rules Commttee.
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There being no further business, the House Perfunctory

Session wi ||l stand adjourned.”
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